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MARINE INSURANCE SPECIALISTS

Your best source for Yacht and Boat Insurance
tailored to your needs and competitively priced
We Insure:
Sail or Power 4+ Classic or Contemporary
Fiberglass 4+ Aluminum 4 Steel ¢ Wood
At Heritage Marine Insurance you will find knowledgeable

insurance professionals who provide superior service
and the finest coverage available today.

To be sure you're getting the best insurance value
please contact us for a quote.

www.heritagemarineinsurance.com

800-959-3047

Fax 860-572-5919
classics@heritagemarineinsurance.com
Program available exclusively through:
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VOLVO PENTA

Your
local
Penta
dealer
with a
large
inventory
; 1 of parts in stock. Factory
-L&"_ — j trained, certified technicians,
'.-T ~ gas & diesel, with more than 30
years experience. Bring your
boat or have our mobile service
come to your boat.

Parts &
Service

Open Tuesday-
Saturday
10 a.m. to

7p.m. PDT

www.volpar.com
volpar @volpar.com
941 Laurelwood Road
Santa Clara, CA 95054
toll-free (800) 845-2323
local (408) 986-0848 fax (408) 986-8482

LETTERS

been that a simple, well-cared for charter boat ends up in much
better condition than most seldom-used private boats. Nelson
knew what he was talking about when he said, "Men and ships
rot in port.” But remember the 'well-cared for’ qualifier.

We haven't had any experience with other yacht manage-
ment companies, but as far as were concerned, BVI Yacht
Charters has done us right in keeping our cat in very good con-
dition. It hasn't been cheap, but the cost has been worth it. The
best indication of our overall satisfaction is that we intended to
keep the boat for just three years, but are now about to start
our seventh year. We're not guaranteeing a yacht managed by
some company in the Caribbean is a good idea for anybody
else, but it's worked great for us.

One of the main reasons we went with BVI Yacht Charters
is that their program allowed us to use our boat as much as
we wanted, when we wanted — including the high season.
This was unlike The Moorings and Sunsail programs, which
only allowed a max of two weeks’ use in high season. That
Just wasn't going to worlk for us. However, we've been told that
starting this year, The Moorings has a new program for people
who want to use their boats for as long as they want in the
high season. Mind you, you'd be buying a new boat, they aren't
cheap, and you'd be losing a ton of charter income. That said,
we were also told that there were buyers waiting in line to buy
new cats for the slots in The Moorings program. Furthermore,
all the Moorings 46 cats that were timed out of the program
after five years were snapped up like hotcakes.

f{WHO SHOULD GET OVER WHAT

I don't know why others worry about why we refer to our-
selves as 'Americans'. In 1776, or thereabouts, this nation
became the United States of America. That is our official name.
There are no other countries that carry that distinction. The
Estados Unidos de Mexico is the closest one to that. Canada
is just Canada. None of the other countries in North America,
Central America or South America use 'America’ in their name.
I don't know for sure, but I believe there might be a little
jealousy involved when people from other countries say they
are 'Americans', too. All I do know is that we have always used
the term 'American’' to denote our people. Like it or don't like
it. Get over it and don't let your sails luff. There are more

important things to concern yourself about.
J.R. Smith
Manhattan, KS

J.R. — "Getover it," you say? That's the kind of self-centered
attitude that rankles all the Americans who don't live in the
United States. All you know? Why don't you ask people who
live elsewhere in the Americas what they 'know'? And if you
don't know why people "worry" about what we call ourselves,
why should you worry what they call themselves?

By the way, next year’s J/24 North Americans aren't being
held in the United States. They're being held out of Paradise
Marina in Mexico.

f{NEW COLUMBIA 50 OWNERS' WEBSITE

Iwanted to let Latitude readers know there's a new website
just for Columbia 50s. While it's far from complete, it's at least
now 'up for comment'. The address is columbia50.weebly.com.

P.S. Thanks for all the great reading over the years.
Kevin Reilly
Skylari, Columbia 50
Coronado
Readers — Ah, the Columbia 50s, with the famous 'blister
top’ common to all the Bill Tripp-designed Columbias of the
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BLUE WATER
YACHT INSURANCE

Blue Water Yacht Insurance covers more
active cruising boats than any other marine
agency in the Western Hemisphere.

Our Insurance Programs Provide:
Crew of two anywhere ¢ Worldwide Navigation
Charter Boats ¢ Multihulls e Liveaboards ® Racing Boats

Quality Rated Insurance Companies
Boats aged 1 to 40 years ¢ "Agreed Value"
"All Risks" ¢ "New for Old" replacement partial losses
Hulls valued $50,000 to $25,000,000

Worldwide Health Insurance
International and USA health insurance plans
at affordable prices.

Call Toll Free (866) 463-0167
Fax (866) 795-3707
sales@bluewaterinsurance.com
Quote requests
Visit our website
www.bluewaterinsurance.com

Ballenger Spar Systems, Inc.

Custom Racing and Cruising Spars
Expert Design and Consultation

e Carbon and Aluminum spars

* Rod and wire rigging

* Hi-tech and conventional halyards
e Spar kits, extrusion

e Repair and modification

¢ Custom fabrication, waterjet and CNC

* Hardware, sheaves, spreaders

e Bay Area pick-up and delivery

® Discounts on halyards, standing rigging, deck
hardware, furlers, Navtec integral cylinders

* Over 40 years experience!

Call about Carbon Spars.
Masts ¢ Booms ¢ Poles

www.ballengerspars.com

831/763-1196
831/763-1198 (fax)
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1960s and '70s. Columbia made them in darn near every two-
Jfoot increment from 22 to 57 feet in that company'’s heyday.
When the first Columbia 50 was launched in 1965, it was the
largest production yacht built in the United States. Based on the
. fact that the 50s
displaced 32,000
lbs and were built
before the oil cri-
sis of 1971, their
hulls are nearly
an inch thick of
solid fiberglass.
| Sixty-two 50s
i were built be-
o | tween 1965 and

- 1972. Perhaps
Columbia 50s are beefy boats with an impressive the most famous
ocean sailing pedigree.

WEBB LOGG

was Steve and
Linda Dashew'’s Intermezzo, which they sailed around the
world before coming up with their Deerfoot line of boats.

The Columbia 50s were available as sloops, yawls and
schooners, although we never saw any of the schooners. The
only yawl we ever saw was Simoon, originally owned by actor
John Hall, who raced her successfully in the 1967 TransPac.
The next owner sailed her to Tahiti, then abandoned her in
Jront of the Tahiti YC for four years. It was then that our friends
‘Broken Bottles’ Bob and Gayle Jensen of Ukiah, along with
three others, bought Simoon. When they got to Tahiti, the new
owners had to hack two feet of coral off the bottom. Despite
never having sailed offshore before, the partners headed north
to Hawaii with a French navigator who didn't speak much
English. He wasn't that good a navigator either — they had to
let him dinghy ashore at some island in the Tuamotus to find
out which one it was.

When the boat got back to San Francisco, the Jensens bought
out the partners and, unable to sell her, decided to take her
cruising. Bob and Gayle ultimately would male five long trips
into the Pacific with Simoon, covering over 100,000 miles in
15 years. This was in the days before GPS and its precursor
SatNav, and Gayle did all the navigation.

f/{BABY, ONE MORE TIME

Did you guys catch the report in Market Watch that ships in
the Indian Ocean and approaches to
the Red Sea have been using Britney
Spears music to scare off Somalia
pirates?

Tom Van Dyke
En Pointe, Searunner 31
San Francisco

Tom — We didn't catch the report,
but we're not sure if that's such good
strategy. Correct us if we're wrong,
but we thought most terrorists had

o %
= secret carnal lust for young blond
d - American temptresses such as Brit-
ney, particularly when they are half

What's not to like about a nqked and slither through lyrics such
little Brit-Brit? as: "I'm a slave for you. I cannot hold
it. I cannot control it. I'm a slave for you.” We think those lyrics
are music to the ears of terrorists.

WEBB LOGG

fJLOOKING FOR INFO ON THE MACGREGOR 36 CAT
The MacGregor 36 is a very large and fast catamaran, with
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